Appendix A: Child Pornography and Re-offense

Seto, M., et.al., (2011, March). Contact sexual offending by men with online sexual offenses. Sexual Abuse:
Journal of Research and Treatment, Vol 23(1), pp. 124-145.

Abstract: There is much concern about the likelihood that online sexual offenders (particularly online child
pornography offenders) have either committed or will commit offline sexual offenses involving contact with a
victim. This study addresses this question in two meta analyses: the first examined the contact sexual offense
histories of online offenders, whereas the second examined the recidivism rates from follow-up studies of online
offenders. The first meta-analysis found that approximately 1 in 8 online offenders (12%) have an officially known
contact sexual offense history at the time of their index offense (k = 21, N = 4,464). Approximately one in two
(55%) online offenders admitted to a contact sexual offense in the six studies that had self-report data (N = 523).
The second meta-analysis revealed that 4.6% of online offenders committed a new sexual offense of some kind
during a 1.5- to 6-year follow-up (k =9, N = 2,630); 2.0% committed a contact sexual offense and 3.4% committed
a new child pornography offense. The results of these two quantitative reviews suggest that there may be a distinct
subgroup of online-only offenders who pose relatively low risk of committing contact sexual offenses in the future.
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offending. BMC Psychiatry, Vol 9, ArtID 43.

Abstract: Background: There is an ongoing debate on whether consumers of child pornography pose a risk for
hands-on sex offenses. Up until now, there have been very few studies which have analyzed the association between
the consumption of child pornography and the subsequent perpetration of hands-on sex offenses. The aim of this
study was to examine the recidivism rates for hands-on and hands-off sex offenses in a sample of child pornography
users using a 6 year follow-up design. Methods: The current study population consisted of 231 men, who were
subsequently charged with consumption of illegal pornographic material after being detected by a special operation
against Internet child pornography, conducted by the Swiss police in 2002. Criminal history, as well as recidivism,
was assessed using the criminal records from 2008. Results: 4.8% (n = 11) of the study sample had a prior
conviction for a sexual and/or violent offense, 1% (n = 2) for a hands-on sex offense, involving child sexual abuse,
3.3% (n = 8) for a hands-off sex offense and one for a nonsexual violent offense. When applying a broad definition
of recidivism, which included ongoing investigations, charges and convictions, 3% (n = 7) of the study sample
recidivated with a violent and/or sex offense, 3.9% (n = 9) with a hands-off sex offense and 0.8% (n = 2) with a
hands-on sex offense. Conclusion: Consuming child pornography alone is not a risk factor for committing hands-on
sex offenses—at least not for those subjects who had never committed a hands-on sex offense. The majority of the
investigated consumers had no previous convictions for hands-on sex offenses. For those offenders, the prognosis
for hands-on sex offenses, as well as for recidivism with child pornography, is favorable. (PsycINFO Database
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Abstract:

The likelihood that child pornography offenders will later commit a contact sexual offense is unknown. In the
present study, we identified a sample of 201 adult male child pornography offenders using police databases and
examined their charges or convictions after the index child pornography offense(s). We also examined their criminal
records to identify potential predictors of later offenses: 56% of the sample had a prior criminal record, 24% had
prior contact sexual offenses, and 15% had prior child pornography offenses. One-third were concurrently charged
with other crimes at the time they were charged for child pornography offenses. The average time at risk was 2.5
years; 17% of the sample offended again in some way during this time, and 4% committed a new contact sexual
offense. Child pornography offenders with prior criminal records were significantly more likely to offend again in
any way during the follow-up period. Child pornography offenders who had committed a prior or concurrent contact
sexual offense were the most likely to offend again, either generally or sexually.



