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APA Ethics Guidelines from 1992 
7.01 Professionalism 
Psychologists who perform forensic functions, such as assessments, interviews, consultations, reports, or 
expert testimony, must comply with all other provisions of this Ethics Code to the extent that they apply 
to such activities. In addition, psychologists base their forensic work on appropriate knowledge of and 
competence in the areas underlying such work, including specialized knowledge concerning special 
populations. (See also Standards 1.06, Basis for scientific and professional judgments; 1.08, Human 
differences; 1.15, Misuse of psychologists' influence; and 1.23, Documentation of professional and 
scientific work.) 
 
7.02 Forensic assessments 
(a) Psychologists' forensic assessments, recommendations, and reports are based on information and 
techniques (including personal interviews of the individual, when appropriate) sufficient to provide 
appropriate substantiation for their findings. (See also Standards 1.03, Professional and scientific 
relationship; 1.23, Documentation of professional and scientific work; 2.01, Evaluation, diagnosis, and 
interventions in professional context; and 2.05, Interpreting assessment results.) 
(b) Except as noted in (c), below, psychologists provide written or oral forensic reports or testimony of 
the psychological characteristics of an individual only after they have conducted an examination of the 
individual adequate to support their statements or conclusions. 
(c) When, despite reasonable efforts, such an examination is not feasible, psychologists clarify the impact 
of their limited information on the reliability and validity of their reports and testimony, and they 
appropriately limit the nature and extent of their conclusions or recommendations. 
 
7.03 Clarification of role 
In most circumstances, psychologists avoid performing multiple and potentially conflicting roles in 
forensic matters. When psychologists may be called on to serve in more than one role in a legal 
proceeding — for example, as consultant or expert for one party or for the court and as a fact 
witness — they clarify role expectations and the extent of confidentiality in advance to the extent 
feasible, and thereafter as changes occur, in order to avoid compromising their professional 
judgment and objectivity and in order to avoid misleading others regarding their role. 
 
7.04 Truthfulness and candor 
(a) In forensic testimony and reports, psychologists testify truthfully, honestly, and candidly and, 
consistent with applicable legal procedures, describe fairly the bases for their testimony and conclusions. 
(b) Whenever necessary to avoid misleading, psychologists acknowledge the limits of their data or 
conclusions. 
 
7.05 Prior relationships 
A prior professional relationship with a party does not preclude psychologists from testifying as 
fact witnesses or from testifying to their services to the extent permitted by applicable law. 
Psychologists appropriately take into account ways in which the prior relationship might affect 
their professional objectivity or opinions and disclose the potential conflict to the relevant parties. 
 
7.06 Compliance with law and rules 
In performing forensic roles, psychologists are reasonably familiar with the rules governing their roles. 
Psychologists are aware of the occasionally competing demands placed upon them by these principles and 
the requirements of the court system, and attempt to resolve these conflicts by making known their 
commitment to this Ethics Code and taking steps to resolve the conflict in a responsible manner. (See also 
Standard 1.02, Relationship of ethics and law.) 
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Amendments from 2010 
3.05 Multiple Relationships  
(a) A multiple relationship occurs when a psychologist is in a professional role with a person and (1) at 
the same time is in another role with the same person, (2) at the same time is in a relationship with a 
person closely associated with or related to the person with whom the psychologist has the professional 
relationship, or (3) promises to enter into another relationship in the future with the person or a person 
closely associated with or related to the person. 
 
A psychologist refrains from entering into a multiple relationship if the multiple relationship could 
reasonably be expected to impair the psychologist's objectivity, competence, or effectiveness in 
performing his or her functions as a psychologist, or otherwise risks exploitation or harm to the person 
with whom the professional relationship exists. 
Multiple relationships that would not reasonably be expected to cause impairment or risk exploitation or 
harm are not unethical. 
 
(b) If a psychologist finds that, due to unforeseen factors, a potentially harmful multiple relationship has 
arisen, the psychologist takes reasonable steps to resolve it with due regard for the best interests of the 
affected person and maximal compliance with the Ethics Code. 
 
(c) When psychologists are required by law, institutional policy, or extraordinary circumstances to serve 
in more than one role in judicial or administrative proceedings, at the outset they clarify role expectations 
and the extent of confidentiality and thereafter as changes occur. (See also Standards 3.04, Avoiding 
Harm, and 3.07, Third-Party Requests for Services.) 
 
3.06 Conflict of Interest 
Psychologists refrain from taking on a professional role when personal, scientific, professional, legal, 
financial, or other interests or relationships could reasonably be expected to (1) impair their objectivity, 
competence, or effectiveness in performing their functions as psychologists or (2) expose the person or 
organization with whom the professional relationship exists to harm or exploitation. 
 
3.07 Third-Party Requests for Services 
When psychologists agree to provide services to a person or entity at the request of a third party, 
psychologists attempt to clarify at the outset of the service the nature of the relationship with all 
individuals or organizations involved. This clarification includes the role of the psychologist (e.g., 
therapist, consultant, diagnostician, or expert witness), an identification of who is the client, the probable 
uses of the services provided or the information obtained, and the fact that there may be limits to 
confidentiality. (See also Standards 3.05, Multiple relationships, and 4.02, Discussing the Limits of 
Confidentiality.) 
 
3.08 Exploitative Relationships 
Psychologists do not exploit persons over whom they have supervisory, evaluative, or other 
authority such as clients/patients, students, supervisees, research participants, and employees. (See 
also Standards 3.05, Multiple Relationships; 6.04, Fees and Financial Arrangements; 6.05, Barter with 
Clients/Patients; 7.07, Sexual Relationships with Students and Supervisees; 10.05, Sexual Intimacies with 
Current Therapy Clients/Patients; 10.06, Sexual Intimacies with Relatives or Significant Others of 
Current Therapy Clients/Patients; 10.07, Therapy with Former Sexual Partners; and 10.08, Sexual 
Intimacies with Former Therapy Clients/Patients.) 
 
3.09 Cooperation with Other Professionals 
When indicated and professionally appropriate, psychologists cooperate with other professionals in order 
to serve their clients/patients effectively and appropriately. (See also Standard 4.05, Disclosures.) 
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3.10 Informed Consent 
(a) When psychologists conduct research or provide assessment, therapy, counseling, or consulting 
services in person or via electronic transmission or other forms of communication, they obtain the 
informed consent of the individual or individuals using language that is reasonably understandable to that 
person or persons except when conducting such activities without consent is mandated by law or 
governmental regulation or as otherwise provided in this Ethics Code. (See also Standards 8.02, Informed 
Consent to Research; 9.03, Informed Consent in Assessments; and 10.01, Informed Consent to Therapy.) 
 
(b) For persons who are legally incapable of giving informed consent, psychologists nevertheless (1) 
provide an appropriate explanation, (2) seek the individual's assent, (3) consider such persons' preferences 
and best interests, and (4) obtain appropriate permission from a legally authorized person, if such 
substitute consent is permitted or required by law. When consent by a legally authorized person is not 
permitted or required by law, psychologists take reasonable steps to protect the individual's rights and 
welfare. 
 
(c) When psychological services are court ordered or otherwise mandated, psychologists inform the 
individual of the nature of the anticipated services, including whether the services are court ordered or 
mandated and any limits of confidentiality, before proceeding. 
(d) Psychologists appropriately document written or oral consent, permission, and assent. (See also 
Standards 8.02, Informed Consent to Research; 9.03, Informed Consent in Assessments; and 10.01, 
Informed Consent to Therapy.) 
 
4.02 Discussing the Limits of Confidentiality  
(a) Psychologists discuss with persons (including, to the extent feasible, persons who are legally 
incapable of giving informed consent and their legal representatives) and organizations with whom they 
establish a scientific or professional relationship (1) the relevant limits of confidentiality and (2) the 
foreseeable uses of the information generated through their psychological activities. (See also Standard 
3.10, Informed Consent.) 
 
(b) Unless it is not feasible or is contraindicated, the discussion of confidentiality occurs at the outset of 
the relationship and thereafter as new circumstances may warrant. 
 
(c) Psychologists who offer services, products, or information via electronic transmission inform 
clients/patients of the risks to privacy and limits of confidentiality. 
 
9.01 Bases for Assessments 
(a) Psychologists base the opinions contained in their recommendations, reports, and diagnostic or 
evaluative statements, including forensic testimony, on information and techniques sufficient to 
substantiate their findings. (See also Standard 2.04, Bases for Scientific and Professional Judgments.) 
 
(b) Except as noted in 9.01c, psychologists provide opinions of the psychological characteristics of 
individuals only after they have conducted an examination of the individuals adequate to support their 
statements or conclusions. When, despite reasonable efforts, such an examination is not practical, 
psychologists document the efforts they made and the result of those efforts, clarify the probable impact 
of their limited information on the reliability and validity of their opinions, and appropriately limit the 
nature and extent of their conclusions or recommendations. (See also Standards 2.01, Boundaries of 
Competence, and 9.06, Interpreting Assessment Results.) 
 
(c) When psychologists conduct a record review or provide consultation or supervision and an individual 
examination is not warranted or necessary for the opinion, psychologists explain this and the sources of 
information on which they based their conclusions and recommendations. 
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9.02 Use of Assessments 
(a) Psychologists administer, adapt, score, interpret, or use assessment techniques, interviews, tests, or 
instruments in a manner and for purposes that are appropriate in light of the research on or evidence of the 
usefulness and proper application of the techniques. 
(b) Psychologists use assessment instruments whose validity and reliability have been established for use 
with members of the population tested. When such validity or reliability has not been established, 
psychologists describe the strengths and limitations of test results and interpretation. 
(c) Psychologists use assessment methods that are appropriate to an individual's language preference and 
competence, unless the use of an alternative language is relevant to the assessment issues. 
 
9.03 Informed Consent in Assessments 
(a) Psychologists obtain informed consent for assessments, evaluations, or diagnostic services, as 
described in Standard 3.10, Informed Consent, except when (1) testing is mandated by law or 
governmental regulations; (2) informed consent is implied because testing is conducted as a routine 
educational, institutional, or organizational activity (e.g., when participants voluntarily agree to 
assessment when applying for a job); or (3) one purpose of the testing is to evaluate decisional capacity. 
Informed consent includes an explanation of the nature and purpose of the assessment, fees, involvement 
of third parties, and limits of confidentiality and sufficient opportunity for the client/patient to ask 
questions and receive answers. 
 
(b) Psychologists inform persons with questionable capacity to consent or for whom testing is mandated 
by law or governmental regulations about the nature and purpose of the proposed assessment services, 
using language that is reasonably understandable to the person being assessed. 
 
(c) Psychologists using the services of an interpreter obtain informed consent from the client/patient to 
use that interpreter, ensure that confidentiality of test results and test security are maintained, and include 
in their recommendations, reports, and diagnostic or evaluative statements, including forensic testimony, 
discussion of any limitations on the data obtained. (See also Standards 2.05, Delegation of Work to 
Others; 4.01, Maintaining Confidentiality; 9.01, Bases for Assessments; 9.06, Interpreting Assessment 
Results; and 9.07, Assessment by Unqualified Persons.) 
 
 


